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Chapter 6  Comparison of 5 Surveys 

In this chapter, we compare and examine five surveys focusing on: multicultural 

childrearing, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and China. 

Basic attributes of five surveys: Percentage of respondents’ parents, 

Family living together with the respondents 

In terms of proportion of fathers among respondents in each survey, it is low in Japan, 

South Korea, and the Second Questionnaire Survey on Multi-cultural Child-rearing family in 

Japan (hereinafter referred to as ‘Multi-cultural’), while high in Taiwan and China. In terms 

of type of residence in urban area, there was a tendency of nuclear families in Japan, South 

Korea, and Multi-cultural, while that of three generation families living together.  

Table 6-1 Percentage of respondent's parents  

Five Surveys  Sample Number of Mothers Number of Fathers 

Multi-cultural 

Child-rearing Survey 

in Japan 

2065 1676（81.2%）   389（18.8%) 

Japan Survey 2220  2181（98.2%）    39（1.8%） 

Korea Survey 1164 1075（92.4%）   89 (7.6%） 

Taiwan Survey 1340 1102 (82.2%)  238（17.8%） 

China Survey 1074  894 (83.2%)     180（16.8%） 

Table 6-1 shows the title of survey, the number of samples collected, the number of mother 

and father as respondent. The total number of samples collected by the five surveys was 7,863. In 

terms of proportion of fathers among respondents in each survey, that was 1.8% from the survey in 

Japan, 7.6% from that in South Korea, both of which was low, while 18.8% from Multi-cultural, 

17.8% from that in Taiwan, and 16.8% from that in China, all of which were approximately 10 times 

that of Japan. 
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Figure 6-1 Proportion of family living together with the respondents 

In terms of proportion of families living together, 2-6% of respondents in Multi-cultural, the 

surveys in Japan and South Korea live together with their grandparents and the majority of their 

living type of nuclear family. The proportion of living together with their grandparents in Taiwan 

and China was 10-24% which was higher than that of the three surveys. It is worth noting that there 

was 15.3 % of other persons living with the respondents in Taiwan whose relationship with the 

respondents were a wide range including spouse’s brothers or sisters, uncle or aunt, niece, nephew 

and relative’s family, great grandparents, and housemaid or caregivers. As introduced, there are 

various cultures in Taiwan that express different relationships with the person himself in different 

words. (Refer to each chapter) 
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Figure 6-2 Working situation of mothers 

In terms of working situation of mothers, the findings in Multi-cultural, Taiwan, and China 

shows that 70-80% of mother were working while raising child, while 50% in Japan and South Korea 

respectively.  

Figure 6-3 Final academic background of parents                     N=7863 
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Respondent’s academic background, the findings in both Taiwan and China show that 

approximately one to two respondents graduated from college or universities and one to seven 

graduated from graduate school. It can be seen that their parents have higher academic background in 

both countries. 

Data 39  Mother’s  perception for childrearing life: Multi-cultural 

and Japanese comparison 

Multi-cultural mothers were highly concerned about education for their children 

while they had high interest in academic background and private lessons for 

them. There was a remarkable tendency for most Japanese mothers who suffered 

from a kind of guilty conscience because more than one to two mothers selected 

items of negative treatment. 

  

Figure 6-4 Mother’s perception of the childrearing life: working situation  Top13 (Very + fairly true) 
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 We asked the participants to choose the applicable one for seventeen items offered in four 

levels scale about what and how much they feel about their childrearing: Very true, Fairly true, Not 

so true and Not at all.  Figure 6-4 shows the proportion of top thirteen items which participants 

chose ‘Very true’ and ‘Fairly true’. Figure 6-4 is arranged in order from the most common selection 

of top 13 items chosen by the multi-cultural mothers living in Japan for the purpose of comparison 

with the numerical values chosen by the Japanese mother in Japan by putting them underneath the 

pertinent items. 

In terms of the clearly higher proportion in the items chosen by multi-cultural mothers than 

that by Japanese mothers, there was an item ranked in top two, stating that ‘I want my child to get 

more education than mine’. The proportion of the multicultural mothers (74.9%) is clearly higher 

than that of Japanese mothers (47.3%). In top four item stating that ‘I am satisfied with myself as a 

parent’, the proportion of the multi-cultural mothers (60.0%) is higher by 23.2 points than Japanese 

mothers (36.8%).  Furthermore, it can be seen that there was the similar tendency to the above in 

these items stating their concerns about education for their children such as ‘I am worried about the 

private lessons which my child does not attend but other children do’ and ‘I wonder if I should ask 

my child to learn or to practice things which my child dislikes doing’.   

On the other hand, there were introspective answers about negative concerns which Japanese 

mothers hold in their choosing items stating that: ‘I sometimes shout at my child according to my 

feelings’, I wonder if I am too strict because I scold my child too much’, and ‘I may strike my child 

without meaning’. Nearly 60% of Japanese mothers chose the items stating that ‘I am not confident 

with raising my child’. 
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Ranking Mother’s perceptions of the childrearing life 
Japan 

N=2181 

Korea 

N=1075 

Taiwan 

N=1102 

China 

N=894 

Total 

Mean 

1 I have developed myself due to having a child 93.4 89.8 97.4 95.7 94.1 

2 
I sometimes shout at my child depending on my 

feeling. 
75.6 71.7 82.7 71.3 75.3 

3 I feel guilty when my child is bad. 66.3 71.9 80.0 71.0 72.3 

4 
I feel satisfied with my job, hobby, circle of 

friends, etc., more than with child-care. 
56.3 50.5 64.8 76.7 62.1 

5 I want my child to get more education than I 47.3 66.8 60.1 62.0 59.1 

6 I am not confident with raising my child 58.4 45.4 60.3 62.3 56.6 

7 
I wonder if I am too strict because I scold       

my child too much. 
55.0 48.8 66.0 54.1 56.0 

8 I am satisfied with myself as a parent 36.8 43.2 55.0 65.8 50.2 

9 I sometimes hit my child without meaning 40.3 39.4 51.4 46.5 44.4 

10 
I feel isolated from society when I only take care 

of my child 
31.1 63.4 34.1 28.4 39.3 

 

 

                                               

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Data 40 Mother’s perceptions of the childrearing life  

(Japan, South, Korea, Taiwan and China) 

Taiwan: both light and shadow appeared in parents’ perceptions of the  childrearing life.  

South Korea: ‘the sense of anxiety about education’ and "impatience of childrearing’ are 

extremely high.   

China: higher self-esteem and concern about the way of child discipline. 

Japan: intermediate value in each item, lower satisfaction and anxiety about education. 

Table 6-2  Mother’s perceptions of the child rearing life: Top10 (very + fairly true) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We asked the participants in the said four countries to choose the applicable one answer 

offered in four levels scale for each question on how they feel about their daily life of childrearing 

and their child. (Very true, Fairly true, Not so true and Not at all)  Table 6-2 lists the top ten items 

and each proportion of participants choosing ‘Very true + Fairly true’ for each question.  
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Examining these top ten items, there were three items showing “Status quo Satisfaction”, each 

of which was ranked first, fourth and eighth with the following content of questions: ’I myself have 

developed due to having a child (1st)’, ‘I feel satisfied with my job, hobby…. more than with 

childcare (4th)’, and ‘I am satisfied with myself as a parent’ (8th).  To the contrary, there were also 

three items showing, “the Negative Treatment”, each of which was ranked second, seventh and ninth 

with following content of questions: ‘I sometimes shout at my child depending on my feeling’ (2nd), 

‘I wonder if I am too strict because I scold my child too much’ (7th), and ‘I sometimes hit my child 

without meaning’ (9th). It turns out that there appeared both light and shadow in parents’ perceptions 

of the childrearing life.  In terms of the most common selection in each item in Table 6-2, its 

numerical value was displayed with the larger font than others and in bold as well.  

Among these four countries, Taiwan has become the top in five items. It can be seen that 

Taiwan’s parents have the most intense aspect of emotion for their children. In addition, compared 

with Japan and Korea, there were many working mothers in Taiwan and China who feel more 

satisfied with other things than childrearing, but many of whom they could not be confident with 

their own way of their child discipline.  

In Korea, the "Current satisfaction level" tends to be low, and the "Education Insecurity" and 

"Child-care Irritation" are extremely high.  Japan had no highest value among the four surveys, the 

numerical value selected for each of the 10 items selected by the Japanese parents was close to the 

average value of the four countries, 
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Data 41 Comparison on parent perceptions of the childrearing life:  

Asian and South American  

 

           
Figure 6-5  I want my child to get more education than I : Asian and South American comparison 

In the previous page, we compared the field survey results conducted in the four countries with 

the same question items.   Here we compare the mother with multi-cultural background under 

‘Multi-cultural child-rearing survey in Japan on how they feel about their daily life of childrearing.  

As already shown in Figure 6-4, the second most frequent selection by multi-cultural mothers was 

the item stating that ‘I want my child to have more education than me’. This shows a high level of 

interest in academic background of multi-cultural mothers. Therefore, we validated the items of 

"nationality" and "expectation of education" through cross-reference. It can be seen in Figure 6-4 that 

those from South America recorded higher scores than those from East Asia, whose nationality have 

been historically considered to be "enthusiastic about education".  As seen in Figure 6-5, Japanese 

mothers showed a low level of concern regarding academic background as compared with those in 

the past field surveys of East Asia as well as those from Taiwan, Korea, and China who live in Japan.   

Furthermore, in terms of the item in Figure 6-6 stating that ‘I may strike a child without 

meaning’, the overwhelming majority of mothers from South America selected either ‘Not so true’ or 

‘Not at all’, while nearly half of those from Asia affirm this item.  

In term of the item in Figure 6-7 stating that ‘I sometimes shout at my child depending to my 

feelings’, more than 70% of mothers from Asia affirmed this item selecting either ‘Very true’ or 
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‘Fairly true’. This result suggests not only that there is the consciousness of child rearing in the home 

country laid underneath mother’s childrearing, but also that there is a difference in attitudes toward 

child rearing of East Asian and South American mothers residing in Japan and child rearing.  

Here, even considering the difference in the nuance of expression in the translated version 

from an original questionnaire as well as the difference in the number of parents by mother tongue, it 

is interest to note that there is an aspect of different consciousness for childrearing between East 

Asian mothers and the mothers from South America. 

 
Figure 6-6  I sometimes hit my child without meaning: Asian and South American comparison 
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Figure 6-7  I sometimes shout at my child depending on my feeling: Asian and South American 
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Data 42  Most reliable information source on discipline-education for mother 

(Multi-culture and Japan) 

 

   

Figure 6-8   Most reliable information sources for mother: Top8 multi-culture and Japan 

We asked the parents about what and how much of information sources they get and with 

whom they ask for consultation to solve their problems of child discipline and education.  Then we 

asked them to choose one out of their useful information sources as “as the most reliable information 

source for them”.  Figure 6-8 shows comparison in ‘the most reliable information source’ between 

multicultural mothers and Japanese mothers. Figure 6-8 is arranged in order from the most common 

selection of top 8 items chosen by the multi-cultural mothers living in Japan for the purpose of 

comparison with the numerical values chosen by the Japanese mother by putting them underneath the 

pertinent items. In terms of the reliable information sources from multicultural mothers perspective, 

the most common choice was ‘spouse’ (17.2%) being the closest person, followed by ‘own parents’ 

(15.5%) being away, “a kind of base of her heart”, ‘ preschool teachers’ (11.7%) greeting at the drop 

and pickup of child, ‘childcare book and education books’ (6.7%), and ‘the Internet and blogs’ 

(4.7%), both of which are obtainable information tool in mother tongue. 
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On the other hand, in terms of the reliable information sources from Japanese mothers’ 

perspective, the most common selection was ‘spouse’ (23.6%), followed by ‘own parents’ (22.3%), 

‘friends in the neighborhood’ (18.8%), ‘preschool teachers’ (798%), and ‘friends outside the 

neighborhood’ (6.0%).  It can be seen that there is a similarity for mothers, both of who selected the 

following as top two: ‘spouse’ and ‘own parents’.  However, considering that one of four Japanese 

mothers selected ‘spouse’ and ‘own parents’, it can be seen that there is a significance in the role 

played by spouse in everyday life and the relationships with both of them. 

Data 43  Reliable information sources for patents and trusted reasons (Japan, 

South Korea, Taiwan and China) 

Japan: “Affinity and practicality”,   ‘South Korea’: “Family consciousness”,         

 Taiwan and China: “Professionality oriented”  

Figure 6-9  Reliable information sources for patents and trusted reasons (Mean) 

We asked the participants about how they judge that it is 'reliable enough' as useful 

"information source of discipline and education" and about how much they place importance or 

confidence on each judgment by offering four options for our evaluation.: ’Most important’, ‘Fairly 

important, ‘Not so important’ and ‘No at all’.  In order to quantify all responses collected for the 

4-level scale, we gave the following scores to each level: ’Very important=4’, ‘Fairly important=3, 

‘Not so important=2’ and ‘No at all=1’. 
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Figure 6-9 shows Mean (Average values) of each item listed on our questionnaire based on the 

findings from surveys among Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and China. The numerical value of each 

item surrounded by a box is the highest score among the Mean of each item. 

It can be seen that there is a feature of Japanese mothers placing more importance to “Affinity 

and Practicality” because their most common selection was ‘Easy access and personal consultation’ 

(Mean hereinafter referred to as M: 3.67), followed by ‘To know children very well’ (M: 3.53), both 

of which were higher that the scores of any other country.  It can be seen that what is ranked high 

among other items of the questionnaire is the basis for judgment of the reliable information source 

for mothers.  For example, in terms of South Korea, there is a feature of Japanese parenting mothers 

placing more importance to “Family consciousness” because their most common selection was ‘To  

raise my child the way I was brought u’ (M: 2.48), followed ‘To raise my child the way my spouse 

was brought up’(M: 2.37). 

 In terms of Chinese parent’s most common selection was ‘To have accurate information’ (M: 

3.68), ‘To have professional knowledge’ (M: 3.68) and ‘To get the latest information’ (M: 3.29). 

China also has the similar feature to Taiwan with the score for ‘professional information’ as Top One 

(M: 3.71). Taiwan and Mainland China, there is clearly appeared placing more importance to 

“Professionality oriented”. 

Data 44 Most reliable information source for mothers  (Japan, South Korea, 

Taiwan and China) 

Most reliable information sources: Japan - ‘spouse’, ‘own parents’, and ‘friend in the   

neighborhood’.  Taiwan and China – ‘preschool teachers’ and ‘specialty books’. South Korea 

– ‘the Internet’ and ‘the community’ 

While doing childrearing daily life, mothers are forming their own information networks with 

people in their community, family, friends, and workplaces.  They obtain the various useful 

information sources for them along with the view of discipline and education at their home.             

We asked the participants to freely write in our questionnaire their comment and suggestion on 

childrearing support.  It can be seen that many parents are seeking "educational method suitable for 

my child" and "more specialized educational information”.  We came to know from this survey that 

especially in families in urban areas of East Asia whose parent received higher education, children in 

the declining birthrate era have excessive educational expectations from parents and grandparents. 
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Figure 6-10 Most reliable information source for mothers (percentage)  

Figure 6-10 shows the characteristic items of each country's most reliable information source.  

Items enclosed in boxes are items with distinctive features in particular.  As seen in the previous 

page, top three items of the most reliable information sources were ‘spouse, own parents, and friends 

in the neighborhood’, with each of whom they can consult with immediately.  While the ‘friends in 

the neighborhood’ in South Korea was ranked second after Japan, the following items were also 

ranked high in South Korea, ‘preschool teacher’ and ‘information tool to get the latest’, ‘professional 

information’ such as ‘the Internet and so on’.  

In Taiwan and China, ‘preschool teacher’ and ‘childcare books and educational books’ were 

ranked high.  Especially, two to five participants chose ‘preschool teachers’ as ‘the most reliable 

information source’. 

Data 45  Most anxious information sources for mother (Japan, South Korea, 

Taiwan and China)  

Most anxious information sources: Japan – ‘friends in the neighborhood’, ‘spouse’s parents’. 

Taiwan -- TV and radio as top 1 which was the same ranking in Japan.                 

South Korea – ‘the Internet and blogs’, ‘spouse’s parents’ and ‘teachers of private lessons’,  

China – ‘Telephone consultation’ and ‘Counseling institution’. 
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Figure 6-11 Most anxious information sources for mother (percentage) 

In daily child rearing, not only are the concerns about the personality and attitude of the child 

but also concerning their future. In addition, problems are not solved by gathering childcare 

information, but sometimes you may notice new worries. 

We asked mothers to choose the most applicable one out of the information sources such as 

family, friends and experts around themselves by asking “Did you worry most about sources of 

information from anyone (where)?”  Among the answers collected, Figure 6-11 summarizes the 

items related to information environment in each country focusing on the worst 3. 

In terms of Japan, the most anxious selection was ‘TV and radio 16.6%’, followed by ‘the 

Internet and blogs 15.7%’, and ‘friend in the neighborhood 12.1%’.  The ranking of ‘friends in the 

neighborhood’ was 3
rd

 place of both most reliable and most anxious information sources in Japan. 

However, even if you say a friend in the neighborhood, it may be another person, but troubles and 

worries seem to have the property of amplifying in familiar groups. 

South Korea, the most anxious information source was ‘the Internet and blogs’ 12.5%, 

followed by ‘parents of spouse 11.4%’, and ‘teachers of private lessons 8.9%’.  These show the 

current situation of South Korea which is not only an advance country of the Internet but also one of 

countries being most enthusiastic about education including private lessons and so on. 
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Taiwan, the most anxious selection was ‘TV and radio 20.9%’, followed by ‘the Internet and 

blogs 20.4%’, and ‘spouse’s parents 10.4%’.   In terms of China, although it was not covered in 

Figure 6-11, what we confirmed the result about China from the answer collected was that most 

anxious selection was ‘telephone consultation and counseling institutes53.6%’ followed by ‘the 

Internet and blogs9.7%’, and ‘TV and radio3.7%’. 

Recommendations on childrearing support by parents support cases:  

The common categories among five surveys and Top 5 items 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents of preschool children who are respondents of the five surveys described "opinions and 

recommendations for child-rearing support" from various perspectives that are realized in different 

child-rearing lives.   Although parents in each country raise their child under different culture and 

social structure, we classified their free description by three common and thereafter organized them  

Parents of preschool children who are respondents of the five surveys described "opinions and 

recommendations for child-rearing support" from various perspectives that are realized in different 

child-rearing lives.   Although parents in each country raise their child under different culture and 

social structure, we classified their free description by three common and thereafter organized them 

as Table 6-3.  

First category is ‘government and local administration, public service’ including financial 

support, guarantee of child rearing allowance, reduction of or free arrangement from childcare, 

education expenses and medical expenses. Particularly in Korea, interest and opinions on national 

policy were received.  Second category is ‘Activation of communal activities’. Because the survey 

target area was urban, there were various desires from parents such as: needs for more playground or 

facilities in the neighborhood for children to safely playing, lessons and education program at an 

affordable cost or free of charge, provision of educational information individually and individual 

counseling service for childcare.  Third is ‘Request for preschools’. They requested facilities that 

children could play with confidence in the neighborhood, provided lessons and gratuitous lessons 

Table 6-3   Recommendations and top 5 common items among five surveys 

I. Government and local administration, 

public service 

Ⅱ. Activation of communal  

activities 

Ⅲ. Request for preschools 

◉ Financial support, guarantee of child 

rearing  allowance 

◉ Economical support for parents 

◉Suggestions for the national policy, 

reduction of medical expenses 

 ◉ More playground or facilities 

in the neighborhood 

 ◉ Free Education fee support 

 ◉ Parental information and          

childcare counseling 

◉ Extended childcare education 

hours 

◉ Expansion of preschool facility 

◉ Improvement of the quality of 

preschool teachers 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

表 6-3  ５つの調査での子育て支援への提言 共通項目 
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and educational activities programs, provided individual educational information and wanted 

individual childcare consultation.  Parents who have high expectations for children's education due 

to the declining birth tended to not only improve the expertise of preschool teachers and foster 

children through preschool life but also wanted to further reinforce the current education. 

Table 6-4 Recommendations and top 5 items among five surveys

 

There were top 5 items in each region listed In Figure 6-4, which shows the difference in 

nature of region and the policy on childcare and education.  In particular it was suggested that 

childcare in Japan is tough in comparison with that of other countries.  There is a variety of contents 

in each description even under the same subject of each question.  Therefore, in order to introduce 

the original descriptions as much as possible, these descriptions are introduced in a section of 

“Suggestion and comment form the open question” and/or “specific comment for free description” in 

each chapter.  

This survey was conducted in year 2012, it was a transition period of childcare and education 

policy. Therefore, we endeavored to describe in detail the current situation of policy on childrearing 

and education and care.  It can be seen through the findings in each country that there is a dynamic 

movement toward the integration of child care center and kindergarten system with measures of both 

software and hardware. We endeavored to describe in detail the current situation of child rearing 

policy and nursing education as much as possible, 

Multi-curtural Survey Japan Survey Korea Survey Taiwan Survey China Survey

1
Translations services and
information provided
in foreign languages　17.9%

A temporary childcare
service 19.5%

Child allowance from the government,
aid for economic and educational
expenditure,recommendations for
national policy 25.7%

Child allowance from
the government, aid for economic
and educational expenditure 38.8%

Childrearing information,
 educational support,
parenting consultation
on childcare 34.4%

2

Satisfied with the present
situation including
the support of preschool
teachers 13.9%

More care facilities for
the sick children 13.9%

Free of childcare and educational
expenses and support 15.0%

A temporary childcare
service 20.0%

Expecting for good habits
and self-reliance education
in the kindergarten 28.2%

3
Financial support, guarantee
of child rearing allowance
and domestic support 10.8%

Childrearing information,
 educational support,
parenting consultation
on childcare 11.7%

A safe playground in the area,
activities and lessons
for children 12.1%

Extending childcare service
in preschools and expansion of
additional childcare facilities 13.8%

Acquisition of professional
teaching methods  and
latest information 15.4%

4

Childrearing information,
 educational support,
parenting consultation
on childcare 10.5%

A safe playground in the
area, activities and
lessons for children 11.5%

Extending childcare service
in preschools and expansion of
additional childcare facilities 11.1%

Childrearing information,
educational support,
parenting consultation and
mental health care 13.6%

Both mental and physical
health, and  development
of child’s character 14.8%

5
Opportunities for mother
tongue education
and education support 10.2%

Extending childcare
service in preschool 11.5%

Support for educational expenses
not limited to age/income 10.9%

Improvement of child care
policy, recommendations
for national policy 11.8%

Information exchange
with teachers 11.7%
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Introduction of practical examples cases of activities at preschools in Japan and 

overseas.  By Tei YAMAOKA 

I would like to introduce the practical examples of childrearing at preschools based in the 

community according to my observatory research. I hereunder introduce the features of the 

preschool as a reference, hoping for the healthy growth and wellbeing of the children who will 

make the future. 

1. Having a solid childcare philosophy, through the activities of preschools, foster a sprout 

that enables children to like themselves:   

A solid childcare philosophy prevails in the preschool including principal, teachers and personnel. 

Overcoming the differences in words to each child, they provide opportunities preschoolers for 

"self-esteem" to grow up to like themselves and to have confidence through everyday activities 

2.  Consideration for family with special needs, Preparation of manual and Early intervention 

by specialized agencies:   

In a country with a longer history as a multi-cultural state, a system is being developed in which 

the central and local governments are actively supporting the language development of preschool 

children. In addition to continuing to give special consideration to language development, there 

are also countries where mother tongue education after school is also conducted. 

Children with developmental retardation and multicultural children division are categorized as 

support of the same category in many countries. They go to regional early intervention center. 

There is an area where language therapists and experts provide home visit services. 

Even if preschools do not have translation services or picture cards, at the beginning of 

multicultural children's entry, they provide children with guidance services outlining preschool 

rules and lives using interpreters and speaker phone. The consideration manual for multicultural 

families has been added and handed down in kindergarten. 

3.  Internationally recognized educational theory: Introduce it after arranging and devising 

according to region and climate:  

While there are public and private preschools based on education theory developed by Maria 

Montessori, Waldorf Steiner and Reggio Emilia, there are also many integrated preschools 

introducing these theories. In well-functioning kindergartens, arrangements and ingenuity 

matching the local environment and ethnic climate and artistic awareness are found everywhere. 
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It is thought that this is not simply "arranging the teaching materials and entering from the 

shape" but the effort to inject the original "soul" is established. 

4.  Holding "open events" that local families and children participate and integrate: 

  In one country, there are areas that coexist and prosperous for a long time with multicultural 

tribes and indigenous people. Immigrant families that have begun to settle as political refugees 

and labor force in recent globalism have diversified, and intercultural marriage is also increasing. 

While there are cities where multicultural festivals are established as annual events, there are 

cases where local preschools and schools have become the core and planning and implementing 

"open multicultural events" for residents. Such events provide a good opportunity for families of 

any ethnic group to be the protagonists while interchanging their mother tongue, culture, food 

and music with parents and other people in the community. 

5.  Participation in kindergarten in field of specialty of parents, Exchanges between parents, 

Experiences of "one day preschool teacher":  

 Even in Japan, there are an increasing number of preschool where parents try the childcare 

experience all day as a "one-day child care giver". By actually spending a long time in preschool, 

understanding of the situation of children who did not usually notice and the time children spend 

there will deepen. Preschools actively offer parents "opportunities and places" so that parents 

can participate in various activities of preschool as a volunteer. It is required that a project such 

as 'Dad's gathering', 'language circle', 'ethnic cuisine' etc., which can incorporate multicultural 

parents. 

6.  Maintain and develop the special characteristics of childcare education by making full use 

of the installation environment of facilities and traditional culture:  

Common points are found in preschools taking advantage of the characteristics of the 

environment, such as Nature Kindergartens in Germany and Denmark "Forest and farms", 

preschools and after school childcare centers in Europe and Taiwan, Play Centre in New Zealand, 

and Aboriginal multi-functional day care centre for aborigine in Australia. Many of them are 

rooted in the local community and are also the base of children and families that play a role of 

bridges between generations and ethnic groups. In preschools of South Korea, they try to hand 

down their traditional music for the future through events and activities. 

 

 


