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Basic attributes: Child age, Preschool, Class and Birth Order 

The average age of the children was 5.1 years old (SD: 0.93).  Surveyed Children show a trend 

of declining birthrate at 94.2% for first and second children 

   

Figure 4-1 Child age                                                       N=1340 

The average age of the children was 5.1 years old. The proportion of children’s gender was 

51.7% for boys and 48.1% for girls. In terms of class in preschool facilities, the majority of the 

children (47.5%) attended 5-year-old (senior) class, followed by those attended 4-year-old (middle) 

class (36.6%), those attended 3-year-old (junior) class (11.9%), those attended 2-yar-old (minor) 

class (3.1%), and other (0.9%). The proportion of children age 3 or older was 96.0%. 

Figure 4-2 Preschool and class level 
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The proportion of children of this survey was 59.4%% for the first child, 34.8% for the second 

child and 5.8% for child after the third child. Approximately 60% of them were the first child.  This 

result clearly shows the influence of the declining birthrate with the aggregate of the first and second 

child (94.2%) 

                    

Figure 4-3 Birth Order 

 

Proportion of family living together with the respondents 

Mothers consisted 82.2% of the respondents, fathers 17.8%.  The latter was approximately 10 

times that of Japan 

                            

Figure 4-4 Percentage of respondent's parents 

Mother consisted 82.2% of the respondents, fathers 17.8%. Generally, mothers tended to 

answer the questionnaire.   Compared with the proportion of fathers in Japan (1.8%), this was 

approximately 10 times that of Japanese father. 
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Figure4-5 Family living together  

Family living together with the respondent was child (99.7%), spouse (96.0%). Other family 

living together with the respondents than child and spouse was other persons (15.3%), followed by 

spouse’s father (14.5%), the respondent’s mother (12.8%), and the respondent’s father (9.4%).  As 

for the breakdown for 154 of other persons (15.3%), the most common answer was the respondent, 

spouse’s brothers or sisters (83.8%), followed by uncle or aunt (16.2%), niece, nephew and relative’s 

family (14.9%), grandparents and great grandparents (12.3%), and housemaids or caregivers (7.1%). 

These findings show that the living conditions of diverse families in urban areas in Taiwan. 

Age and occupation of parents 

Majority of mothers’ age was in their 30s, while that of fathers’ age was in their 40s or older. 

The most common occupation of parents was company’s employee. 

   

Figure 4-6  Age of parents  

14.5 

19.7 

9.4 

12.8 

Spouse's father

Spouse's mother

Own father

Own mother

1.1  

26.5  

34.3  

33.4  

4.7  Mother 

1.6  

48.7  

28.7  

19.1  

1.9  

N.A.

over 40's

late 30's

early 30's

20's Father 



94 

 

In terms of mothers’ age, it was 33.4% in the first half of their 30s, followed by the latter of 

their 30s its majority was 34.3%. Approximately 70% of mothers are occupied by those in their 30s.    

On the other hand, in terms of fathers’ age, the majority was 48.7% of those in their 40s or older. 

One in two fathers was over 40 years old. Comparing the age between the couple, fathers were older 

than mothers.  

Figure 4-7 Occupation of parents  

In terms of mothers’ occupation, majority was ‘company employees (office clerk)’ (26.5%), 

‘unemployed’ (24.3%), ‘sales or services’ (17.4%). In terms of fathers’ occupation, majority was 

‘company employees’ (34.5%), followed by ‘sales or services’ (20.6%), and ‘self-employed’ 

(14.0%).  Examining other answers about the occupation situation than the above, five fathers with 

‘no job’ all answered ‘unemployed’ in response to the question about their occupation situation. 

Similarly, mothers answering ‘housewives and no job’ almost all answered ‘unemployed’.  

 

Mother’s working situation and final academic background of parents 

About 70% of mothers are raising children while working. In terms of academic background, 

about 80% of respondents completed tertiary education. 
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Figure 4-8  Working situations of mothers 

In terms of working situation of mothers, majority was ‘full-time worker’ (53.4%), followed 

by ‘housewives’ (29.2%), and ‘part-time worker or free-lancer’ (16.1%). Adding ‘part-time worker 

or free-lancer’ (16.1%) to ‘full-time worker’ (53.4%), the proportion of working mother becomes 

69.5%, while ‘housewives’ approximately 30%. 

Figure 4-9 Final academic background of respondents 

In terms of final education of respondents, majority was the undergraduate from university 

(38.2%) followed by college graduate (26.1%), high school graduate (17.0%), and graduate school 

(15.1%). Of these, there were 79.4% of respondents who completed tertiary education.    

Furthermore, examining the final academic background of respondents by gender, as shown Figure 

4-4, mother consisted 82.2% of the respondents, and fathers 17.8%. The proportion of undergraduate 

was 27.7% for fathers and 40.5% for mothers, while that of graduate was 22.3% for fathers and 

13.5% for mothers. The findings show that Taiwan is in a highly educated society. 
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Data 29  Discipline and daily life habit 

 
Figure 4-10  Discipline and daily life habit (Very + fairly well)                  N=1340 

We asked the participants to choose the applicable one of answers offered in four levels about 

what they pay more attention such as childrearing issues, child discipline, and education: Very well, 

fairly well, Not so well and Not at all.  In another question, the most common selection (97.8%) 

was “I myself have developed due to having a child. This shows that the parent's attitude towards 

child-rearing is positive.  Figure 4-10 shows the proportion of participants choosing ‘Very well’ and 

‘Fairly well’. Of these, the most common selection (97.6%) was ‘keeping parent’s or teacher’s 

promise’, followed by ‘playing friendly with other children’ (95.9%),’washing hand from oneself’ 

(95.8%), ‘greeting to others’ (95.7%) and ‘cleaning up after play’ (93.6%). These ranked in the top 

five. It is thought that children obeying their parents are those deserving to brag.  In the sense that it 

is important to pay attention to the importance for listening to the opinions of adults and making 

good human relationships, it is ranked eighth to ’worry my child eats with a good manner.’       

While parents did not pay more attention for child to live such as excretion in the toilet and its 

cleanup, clothes on and off, it is worth noting that ‘washing hands from oneself’ is ranked third.    

It can be seen that the custom of washing their hands as a precautionary measure against them is 

established in Taiwan families and preschool life because in recent years, virus infectious diseases 

have spread and in Taiwanese families and kindergarten life.  In terms of the answers the question 

‘getting up in the morning and going to bed at night on time, it is ranked 9th. This shows the 

characteristics of Taiwan's generous child-rearing life that does not pay attention to importance on 

lifestyle habits such as disciplined life and adequate sleeping time. 
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Data 30  Character and behavior of child about which parents concern 
   

Majority of parents’ concern was ‘allergies’ and ‘tantrum’ which children suffer from 

  

 
Figure 4-11 Character and behavior of child about which parents concern (Very + rather worried)  N=1340 

Referring to Figure 4-10 showing the proportion of answers to the questions in which item 

parents pay most attention to for discipline and life habit for their childrearing, the most common 

selection (97.6%) was for ‘keeping the promise with parents or teachers’.  To the contrary, it is 

thought what parents concerned about the character and attitude of their child is that child does not 

listen to what parents say (56.6%). Certainly, this concern is ranked in the top three. It can be said 

that nearly half of parents do not mind so much, while more than half of parents are aware that 

children do not care much about their parents. However, it can be seen that there is correlation 

between ‘keeping the promise with parents or teachers’ and ‘child do not listen to what parents say’.    

In terms of character and behavior about which the parents concern, the most common 

selection was ‘allergies such as skin rashes of asthma’ followed by ‘loose his or her temper’ (57.2%) 

and others. These are remarkable features seen in many children in recent years. There were very 

rare cases in the past years for children to complain of allergic symptom such as food allergies, 

rhinitis and asthma caused by allergies. The causes of allergic symptoms include not only foods that 

do not match the constitution of individuals, but also the increase of preservatives and additives in 

recent years. In this sense, allergy is also called civilization disease.   Furthermore, it can be seen 

that there is real situation that parents are in trouble with frequent tantrums to which whose 

correlation between children’s rebellious attitudes and other elements in their characters leads. 
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Data 31  Most reliable and most anxious information sources on discipline and 

education for Parents  

Figure 4-12 Comparison of the top six items between the most reliable and the most anxious information 

sources for discipline and education by parents 

Internet and mass media are familiar and useful information source. But these two were top 

two in the most anxious information sources. When being in doubt about reliability, the respondents 

rely on specialty books and experts. Although the Internet and mass media are familiar and useful 

information sources, parents do not place 100% confidence in these two. Parents of child-rearing 

generation in Taiwan are confident in grasping the movement of the times, reading the acquired 

information and judging appropriately.  While getting much useful information from the Internet 

and blogs, they seem to have anxiety and disbelief in them.  
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Therefore, parents think that they can get help, support and advice with peace of mind from 

experts being real human, in particular whose experience and expertise are rich. Following such 

experts, they think that the most reliable information source is family member such as own parents of 

respondents and their child (but excluding spouse’s parents).  

What the current childrearing generations use their child as the most reliable information 

source, will it be a proof of the "democratic family" and such a consciousness which they have 

cultivated?   Childrearing in the era of declining birthrates is also the first experience for them.  

There is a tendency to understand that family and/or child with special needs use ‘telephone 

counseling and consulting institutions.’ It is common for parents sending their child to preschool to 

ask preschool teachers for information. Parents expect preschool to play a role to circulating 

newsletter, holding childrearing seminar and planning events.  Preschools offer parents 

comprehensive childrearing information throughout the year.    
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Data 32  Reliable information sources for patents and trusted reasons 

Parents with good confidence place their trustworthiness on discipline educational information 

source endorsed by more professional authority, while they place importance on the education 

policy which their family or spouse hold. 

Figure 4-13  Reliable information sources for patents and trusted reasons       (N=1340) 

In the questions regarding the human relationship themselves and people around themselves’ 

80% of Taiwan’s parents chose “I can get along with other people in spite of thinking differently’ out 

of answers offered. It can be seen that parents have considerable confidence in interacting with 

people around themselves.  In terms of information sources frequently used for discipline and 

education in childrearing, the most common selection was ‘1. Preschool teachers’ 98%, followed by 

‘2. Doctors or nurses’ 95.3%, ‘3. Childcare books or education books’ 94.6%, and ‘4. Husband or 

wife’ 93.7%. These were ranked in top four.       

Parents with higher academic background and good confidence are a kind of expert being 

familiar with the latest information offered by preschools or hospitals. In terms of childrearing issues, 

there is a tendency for most of parents to judge them on their own judgment or spouse because they 
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prefer consulting their spouse rather than consulting others.  It can be seen that they paid more 

attention to importance to their privacy or their own consciousness over their own child. 

Today's childrearing households have acquired vast information through the Internet, 

magazines, and mass media. First of all, they gather the information of old generation and fresh 

information collected in the above manners, select the most reliable one of them, and then make 

decision about childrearing based on their own judgment. Currently, there is a tendency that parents 

have been seeking we are seeking the relatively reliable information endorsed by specialty books or 

licensed experts who are called ‘doctors in hospitals or teachers in preschools’.  

Data 33  Suggestions for childrearing support: Taiwanese parents  

Parents are satisfied with their child-rearing life, but they have an economic burden.  There 

are needs for support for childcare and education expenses and economic aid, so that they can 

offer their child more private lesson.  

Figure 4-14 Suggestions for childrearing support (Top13)                          N=500 
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Apart from their requests for the government, there was the most common need for economic 

aid(38.8%), followed by ‘temporary childcare service’ (20.0%),’extension of childcare service at day 

care center and expansion of facilities (13.8%)’, ‘childrearing information and educational support 

and counseling for parents (13.6%)’, ‘recommendations on national policy for improving 

childrearing’ (11.8%). These were ranked in top five. In term of economic aid recently in place such 

as childrearing and dependent subsidy and allowance, parents stated that it would be nice if such 

subsidy and allowance is increased in amount and continued in payment. In terms of their requests 

for the government, it addressed a wide range including issues on childrearing, trouble on domestic 

affairs and family relations, assistance to single parent, vaccination, and aid for medical expenses.       

On the whole, it can be seen that parents in Taiwan have little sense of anxiety about their own 

childrearing rather they want concrete support from others not to get in the way of their own 

childrearing. In other words, it can be seen that they complain that troubles of domestic affairs and 

family relations are a factor impeding their own child rearing.  

In terms of the childcare service hours at the preschool, most parents want preschools not only 

to extend service hours but also to improve the quality in childcare, while they have confidence about 

their view of education and child rearing. In other words, they want to upgrade childcare service at 

preschool quantitatively, while they are satisfied with that qualitatively. There appeared many 

suggestions and comments in the comments for free description showing the current tendency of 

parents whose attitudes were enthusiastic about education, self-affirmative and self-confidence of 

their child rearing. 

 

 

Specific contents of free comments by Taiwanese parents 

There was a wide range of contents described by parents including financial support, concrete 

desire and suggestion on childrearing and educational perspectives.  Here is some except from 

some valuable suggestions. 

 

More needs for financial support  

“Childrearing and dependent subsidy, allowance, extension of child care leave and salary subsidies, 

and free education.”  (5 years old, father, 36 years old) 

“Eligible age of childrearing subsidy should be lowered so as for child to be paid from the middle 

class. By lowering eligible age, more children can start to learn from earlier childhood because such 

measures will help somewhat the economic burden of parents.”  (4 years old, mother, 36 years old) 

“It is important to make available good environment for child to learn. As I cannot afford to do so, it 

would be nice if some subsidy makes available to offer my child good environment.”  (4 years old, 

mother, 33 years old) 
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“Need for childrearing subsidy and allowance. Although I like to offer my child better life and 

private lesson, it is hard for single parent financially.”  (6 years old, father, 38 years old) 

 

Extended preschool childcare time 

“What is the most critical for a company employee is an extended childcare time. School hours end 

at 4:00 p.m., while business hours at 6:00 p.m. There is a two-hour time difference between two of 

them. Additional expenses for the school childcare is needed for this time difference.”  (6 years old, 

mother, 37 years old)  

“I want the government to set up temporary childcare facilities or want the preschools to offer an 

extended childcare service.”  (5 years old, mother, 38 years old)  

“By doing so, mothers can leave their child at school with confidence when they have occasional 

overtime.”  (4 years old, mother, 35 years old) 

 

Need for expansion of childcare facilities 

“Childrearing problem is occurring due to lack of childcare facilities in infants cause women to 

hesitate to give birth. I would recommend establishing more temporary childcare facilities which is 

safe and reliable.”  (3 years old, mother, 39 years old) 

“Need for more opportunities for mothers to leave their child at childcare, so that they can work 

again. It would be nice if childcare service cost paid can be affordable.”  (4 years old, mother, 32 

years old) 

“Need for more public childcare facilities to leave child when housewives need to take a break.”   

(5years old, mother, 39 years old) 

“Need for more temporary childcare facilities: When preschool is closed, when child gets sick or 

when parents want to take a break, it would be nice if they can leave their child at such childcare 

facilities.”  

 

Support for housekeeping and family 

“I want the government to offer some aid for housekeeping. By outsourcing the cleaning, mother can 

have more time spending with more her child.”  (6 years old, mother, 38 years old) 

“When family relationship is bad, it would be nice if there is a good way to do how to solve it.”  

(6 years old, mother, 41 years old) 

“Sometimes I want to be alone. In this case, I want partners actively to cover this. It would be nice if 

there is some good idea to get understanding and support from my family.”  (5 years old, mother, 36 

years old) 

“I want time to look after my family. I want to take care of a child without having to worry when a 

child needs parents.”  (4 years old, mother, 35 years old) 
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Expansion of public facilities that children can use 

“There are few public facilities for children. Therefore, when it is cold, there is no way but to stay at 

home. Although there are private facilities where children can use at an affordable cost, as the 

number of usage increases, it becomes a financial burden on parents.”  

 (3 years old, mother, 39 years old)  

 

Request for childcare and education 

“1. It would be nice if I could have an educational opportunity which is a¥high quality, at affordable 

cost and within the short distance. This opportunity includes a kind of regular education, foreign 

language and lesson. 2. Sharing of experiences and exchange among parents whose children are at 

the same age. 3. Provision of expertise information from reliable professional counseling 

organization.”  (3 years old, mother, 36 years) 

“I wonder whether the current education gives my child bad habits or not. For example, how I 

prevent my child from bad effect, so that he or she does not fall into a self-centered way of thinking, 

nor lose virtue nor use bad words.”  (3 years old, father, 46 years old) 

 

Good quality child-rearing government policy without gaps 

“Due to the current educational system which is very confused, educational resources are not evenly 

distributed and concentrated in urban areas. Therefore, there is a large regional disparity. While 

financial aid such as childrearing and dependent subsidy is important, the quality in childrearing is 

more important. In terms of childcare services, while time of childcare service is extended, I wonder 

if parents may be indifferent to childcare.”  (6 years old, mother, 36 years old)  

 

                  (Child age, relationship, parent’s age: all kindergarten children) 
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Current Status on Early Childhood Education in Taiwan 

 

The timing of this research investigation was in the changing period of early childhood 

education policy in Taiwan. 

Child care centers and kindergartens closed the curtains of the 115-year history that had been 

responsible for "education and child care" of children aged 2 – 6 prior to entering elementary schools 

because “Early Childhood Education and Care Act” enforced in January 1, 2012 stipulated that all 

the said institutions including public child care centers, kindergartens or government licensed or 

registered private child care centers and kindergartens should apply to be converted to public 

preschools within one year starting on January 1 and ending on December 31, 2012.   

In term of Early Childhood Education, there was no revision until the revision was made in 

2002, 2003, 2009, 2011 after the "Education in Taiwan" on the admission for kindergarten of 

children aged 4 was promulgated in 1981.and In other words, it can be seen that the government of 

Taiwan began to rapidly paid attention to importance of Early Childhood Education Policy after the 

1990s. There seems to be a social factor coupled with economic growth and trend of declining 

birthrate for the government to place an emphasis on early childhood education. Triggered by the 

cabinet shuffling in December 2012, the Ministry of Education (MOE), which has been 

responsible not only for jurisdiction of nine-year compulsory education with elementary school and 

junior high school, but also for administrative affaire on early childhood education, turned its posture 

to give priority to early childhood education by reorganizing “Bureau of K-9 Education 

Administration” into “Bureau of K-9 and Preschool Education Administration”. In addition, creating 

“Division of General Planning”, MOE officially set up a team for measures against declining 

birthrate.   

Furthermore, "Report on Education in the Republic of China" points out that in view of a 

phenomenon of decrease in the number of children, Taiwan faces ‘issues such as problems on school 

resources and surplus of the number of teachers in near future.  

Taking a 5-year-old child before school as an example, the admission rate is supposed to be 

over 94%. On the other hand, under “the policy on integration of kindergartens and child care 

centers”, MOE is involved with educational circumstances of children more than 2 years old, giving 

preschools a legal status as education institution. In terms of free educational expenses for child aged 

5, this project is implemented at the moment. But the ideal plan of free education and care for 

children under 5 years old is under way or delayed due to the financial situation of the country. 

Next, here is an introduction on “Early Childhood Education and Care Act.”. Analyzing the 

tendency of child rearing support by taking the project of free educational expenses for 5 - year - old 

child as an example which is attracting the most attention now, we outline the 21st century concept 

of Taiwan's early childhood education under the situation of facing the declining birthrate. 
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1. Early childhood Education events in 2012 

2012 in Taiwan educational circles began to move toward "conversion to preschool." 

“Early Childhood Education Act” was legislated in June 2011. While traditional kindergartens 

and child care centers are all in place, a series of new related laws and regulations have been 

promulgated in accordance with the emergence of "preschool" 

 

● Related laws promulgated in 2012 

March 19   Enforcement Rules of After-School Childcare Services for preschoolers  

and children under compulsory education 

May 4   Enforcement Rules of Evaluation of Preschools 

June 13   Enforcement Rules of Guidance and Management for Courtesy vehicle  

of preschooler and its related personnel including drivers and attendants. 

July 18   Enforcement Rules of community-based education and childcare  

August 30     Temporary Curriculum for Preschool Activities 

August 8   Public notice of preschool fundamental evaluation index (2013-2017) 

September 14  Enforcement Rules of Implementation on NPO’s Preschools 

 

It is not uncommon for preschools to face the difficulty in recruiting children in the trend of 

declining birthrate. In order to survive, most private preschools are trying to expand their business 

territories to childcare services after school and cram schools. Following such a movement of private 

preschools, public preschools start offering extended childcare services. 

“Enforcement Rules of After-School Childcare Services for preschoolers and  

children under compulsory education” gives to such preschools as offering after-school childcare 

service a legal status and regulates, supervises their operation according to their criteria such as the 

number and ratio of school children vs preschoolers and the use of facilities. 

“Enforcement Rules of Guidance and Management for Courtesy vehicle of preschooler and its 

related personnel including drivers and attendants” is law that regulates the operation and 

management of school bus used by preschools. While preschools serving childcare for school child 

run the preschool exclusive vehicle several times a day not only for infants but also for elementary 

school students which is a scene commonly seen in urban areas and rural areas, the number of 

accidents also tended to increase.  

For that reason, in recent years, mass media has taken up the issues related to preschool 

exclusive vehicle such as discussions on the number of passengers, the attitude of attendants and 

drivers to children, the space of seats, and the safety of the car body. As the authorities in charge 

were strictly directed by society and parents, this enforcement rules clearly stipulates the features of 

preschool vehicle such as new car within 10 years after manufacture, its color and signs as well as 

qualification of drivers’ license required. 

Preparation of these regulations was not completed in a one-year period, but it was proceeded 
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in the form of research commissioned to universities from 2000 when the draft of policy on the 

integration of kindergartens and child care centers. 

In terms of other reform plan on early childhood education such as assessment of preschools 

and NPO’s preschool systems, although study on these issues has been undertaken in each region 

about 10 years ago, it was not premised on a national level legislation. In other words, it can be seen 

that the government of Taiwan institutionalized laws and ordinances related to facility management 

from a macro and micro viewpoint.  

 

2. Recent developments in childrearing support 

The childrearing support measures up to now have been done as part of child welfare for the 

primary purpose of protecting children. Among other things, it was a range of preferential entry to 

child care centers for child raised at the low-income family. 

The project of free educational expenses for child aged 5 is a supplementary project 

subsidizing admission fee for all children aged 5 this project. 

 

● The project of free educational expenses for child aged 5 (“Education Plan of Free 

Educational expenses for Children aged 5”) 

This plan was first published in January 2010.  After being revised in July 2011, it was in place 

from this semester of the current term stared on August 1 of the same year. This project is a kind 

of preschool enrollment subsidy system for children aged 5, which is called an extension of early 

childhood education ticket (kindergarten enrollment coupon for children aged 5) begun in 1990. 

This project originated from the political view made by incumbent President Ma-Ying Jiu five 

years ago about free education and free entrance to preschools for children aged 5. Under this 

plan, the government distributed to parents a larger subsidy that that of "early childhood 

education tickets". In addition, this plan has another feature distributing to preschools subsidy, so 

that they can pay this subsidy for improving preschool teachers’ quality and extending education 

services. The ultimate objective of this project is to enroll all children aged 5. 

In Taiwan, discussion about schoolchildren learned in the nine-year compulsory education 

system has been done since 1967, but less discussion about preschool children. 

 By the way, the policy on integration of kindergartens and child care centers as well as the 

project of free educational expenses for child aged 5 are unprecedented cases of early childhood 

education funded by national government. It is a very new era for early childhood educators and 

childrearing households. In 2014, it seems that we can expect to reduce expenses for preschool 

children when implementing "K-12 Education System." 
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Figure 4-15 Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan  

Source: The Ministry of Interior “National Statistics, R.O.C. (Taiwan)             (1990 – 2009) 

 

3. Characteristics of "Tendency of having less child" in Taiwan 

Total fertility rate tends to decline in Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Korea, and Hon Kong during 

the period from 1990 to 2009. As shown in Figure 4-15, Taiwan is the worst trend of falling birthrate 

among them. There are persistent zodiac sign and sex discrimination consciousness that have been 

handed down in the Chinese community. These have influenced even now to the willingness to give 

birth to Taiwanese people. 

 

● Chinese zodiac and calendar 

For the past 60 years since 1950, the trend of declining birthrate in Taiwan continued. In 2011 

and 2012, the birthrate showed a slight upward trend. 2011 was 100th anniversary from the 

foundation of the Republic of China. There were 100 years commemorative event including 

collective wedding. 2012 was the year of “Dragon” in the zodiac sign which is the most favorable for 

the Taiwanese. As the Taiwanese likes "child born in the year of Dragon" from the cultural standpoint, 

the improvement of the birthrate was within the assumption. Therefore, no one thinks that such a rise 

caused a halt to the declining birthrate (The Council for Economic Planning and Development, 2012) 

Table 4-1 shows the birthrate in Taiwan over the last 10 years. 

 

Table 4-1: Trend of Birthrate (1999 - 2011) 

  Year Birthrate       Zodiac sign 

1999 1.555 Rabbit 

2000 1.680 Dragon 

2005 1.115 Rooster 

2010 0.895 Tiger 

2011 1.065 Rabbit 

 Source: Monthly Statistics by the Ministry of Internal Affair (2012) 
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● Gender view 

"Declining birthrate" is a word that came into Taiwan from Japan and Mainland China 

around 2000. Although the number of child rearing at home has been decreasing continuously, 

the word "Declining birthrate" was not used until that time. 

 Since the beginning of the 21st century, "Tendency of having less child" gradually became 

Taiwan's idiom through political debates and mass media coverage as if buzzwords. 

 However, since 2006, "Tendency of having fewer children" has been replaced with 

"Tendency of having less sons and daughters".  In Chinese character, "child" is a synonym of 

adult, while it is not only a sexless word but also a term referring to boys and sons. According to 

the latter interpretation, "Tendency of having fewer children" is regarded as a men's decreasing 

phenomenon, which will imagine men's weight bias. In this sense "Tendency of having fewer 

children" becomes an inappropriate term in current Taiwan where the habit that a boy is more 

desirable than girls is not yet completely removed, but birthrate keeping declining. 

 Therefore, replacing "Tendency of having fewer children" with "Tendency of having less 

sons and daughters", the problem on the number of child became to be discussed without 

discrimination by boys and girls. Currently, in general terms "Tendency of having fewer children 

"and "Tendency of having less sons and daughters" are mixed, but in official documents 

"Declining birthrate of child" is used. While you might feel this troublesome or excessively 

considerate, it can be seen that the existence of patriarchal authoritarianism and idea of boys' 

superior in Taiwan is influenced. 

 


